THE  StJN  AND  THE  SERPENT

Kathia lady, is sometimes applied to ladies of
Vahla family.1 Bellas and Kilthis arc probably
branches of the same people.

The name Vahla, or Bala, recalls that of the
great Asura Bali of Piitala, who also ruled from
the mouth of the Indus to Multan. It socms at
least possible that the Balika rais, who in later
times held the same tract of country, may havo
been descendants of the Daitya king.

We have seen, from the Mahiibharata, that the
Biihlikas, or Taklias, occupied the country on
the banks of the Indus at a vory oarly period.3
And the inscription upon the iron pillar at Delhi,
which is supposed to have been erected by Chandra
Gupta II, about A.D. 415, says that this ancient
monument was erected in celebration of a victory
over the Vahlikas of Sindhu.3 The Indus valley,
therefore, down to the time when this pillar was
first erected, was still held by Bahlika chiefs.
Moreover, as we have already seen, Multan and
the neighbouring country formed a part of the
kingdom of Takhya at the time of Hiouen Tsiang's
visit in the seventh century.

Down to this period, therefore, the descendants
of the Naga rajas still ruled in the Indus valley.

1 Kathiawar Gazetteer, 130.
a MahSbharata, Kama, p. xliv.
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